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it is still the light which is the mother of colour and of per-
fume."

The influence of the sun on vegetation is of fundamental
importance. Without the sun no plant would grow upon our
globe. In those regions which are permanently deprived of
the powerful and beneficent torch of nature, towards the
extreme north, all vegetation is stunted, and higher still, it
does not exist. Absence of light, and cold, are the causes
of the complete disappearance of the natural adornment, and
the useful tribute, which elsewhere vegetation furnishes to
the earth. In the hot regions, vegetation is vigorous and
extensive, in proportion to the abundance of sunshine poured
upon them. There is nothing to be compared to the luxuri-
ant vegetation of the tropical countries in both hemispheres.
The vegetation of Brazil, of equatorial Africa, and the inter-
tropical regions of India, is renowned for its abundance and
variety.

Agriculture, enlightened by modern chemistry, has brought
to light the special importance of the sun in promoting the
activity of vegetation, and producing combinations of sub-
stances not to be attained by any action except that of the
sun. M. Georges Ville, a professor at the Museum of Natural
History in Paris, states, as the result of numerous experi-
ments, that the activity imparted to vegetable production by
the sun is truly miraculous. No chemical fact, no theory,
according to the learned professor, can explain the mystery of
Bolar influence, and,its prodigious power over the development
and produce of vegetables.